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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive tine Applicant's argument filed 9/30/08. Claims 9-15, 
20-25 are pending in the application. Claims 9, 1 1-24 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 9-15, 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
King et al. (US 5537592). 

As per claims 9, 13, 20-21, 24, King et al. teach 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium to find a first memory block containing a header 
indicating that the first memory block is the first memory block of an existing file stored 
on said the nonvolatile memory medium - fig. 22, items 526, 542 (memory blocks and 
headers); col. 11, line 9-20 (source block read process, data block from source disk 270 
which is equivalent to "scanning a nonvolatile memory medium"; home block is the first 
memory block; the root directory header is read in and contains the block location of the 
root directory/existing file); col. 17, line 9-45. 
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finding a next mennory blocl< using a next block pointer stored in the header of the first 
memory block, if the existing file comprises more memory blocks than the first memory 
block, said the existing file being opened upon completion of said the finding - col. 9, 
lines 7-13 (starting block and a pointer to the next block); col. 19, last par. 
As per claims 10, 25, King et al. teach repeating the finding step until either all memory 
blocks comprising the file have been found or an error condition occurs - figs. 24-26; 
col. 13, lines 24-50; col. 17, line 19 to col. 18, last par. 

As per claims 11, 14-15, King et al. teach 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium in sizes of one predetermined logical block, the 
nonvolatile memory medium storing an existing file - col. 6, lines 18-65; col. 11, lines 
11-57; col. 28, lines 32-50. 

for each logical block, reading a block header containing a magic number -fig. 24; col. 
6, 1st paragraph (OEM field is equivalent to a status field or "magic number" because 
OEM field would either has characters, blanks or the "."); col. 10, 1^' paragraph (each 
segment includes a status field which indicates whether the segment is being used) 
testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a valid block or a 
free block, and if the logical block is a valid block, performing a comparison of a file 
name encoded within the block header with a specified file name to be opened - col. 
19, i«'^"diast paragraphs. 
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testing a flag witliin tlie blocl< lieader to determine whether the logical block is the first 
block of the existing file, if the comparison produces a match - col. 5, last par. to col. 6, 
1®' paragraph; col. 16, last par to col. 17, line 45. 

returning to said the scanning step with the next logical block until either the comparison 

produces a match or all the blocks have been tested, thereby indicating an error 
condition; said the existing file being opened if said the comparison produces a match - 
col. 15; col. 19, last par. 

As per claims 12, 22-23, King et al. teach 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium in sizes of one predetermined-sized logical 
block; the said nonvolatile memory medium for storing a new file - col. 6, lines 18-65; 
col. 9, lines 32-55; col. 18, last par. to col. 19, 1^' par. 

for each logical block, reading a block header containing a magic number - fig. 24; col. 
6, 1st paragraph (OEM field is equivalent to a status field or "magic number" because 
OEM field would either has characters, blanks or the "."); col. 10, 1^' paragraph (each 
segment includes a status field which indicates whether the segment is being used) 
testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a valid block or a 
free block - col. 7, last par.; col. 19, i«'^"diast paragraphs, 
and if the logical block is a free block, modifying its block header to comprise a 
valid magic number, the name of the new file to be opened, and flags indicating whether 
the logical block is either the first block or the last block of the new file - col. 5, last par. 
to col. 6, 1^' par.; col. 22, 1^' par.; col. 11, lines 20-67; col. 13, lines 20-50. 
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returning to said the scanning step with the next logical block until either the testing step 
has identified a free block or all the blocks have been tested, thereby indicating an error 
condition, the new file being opened if the testing step has identified a free block - col. 
15; col. 19, last par. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9/30/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding the Applicant's argument that King does not disclose scanning a 
nonvolatile memory... first memory block of an existing file stored on the medium on 
page 10, Examiner disagrees. More details of cited prior art are specified above. 
However, in scenario where a file is stored as a one block, then the finding step would 
not occur. The cited independent claims are broad in that the cited prior art does 
disclose the claims' limitations. 

Regarding the Applicant's argument on page 1 1 that the applied prior art does 
not disclose finding the next memory block. Examiner disagrees. 

King discloses finding the next memory block at col. 18, lines 28-55, and also 
cited above. 

Regarding the Applicant's argument on page 14 that King does not disclose 
"performing a comparison of the file name only if the testing of the magic number 
indicates the logical block is a valid block". Examiner disagrees. Col. 6, 1®' par. 
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discloses "...the first block on the disk must be checked to determine if the fields 
wherein are valid. This validity test determines whether the version and OEM field 
contains characters, blanks or the "." character..." 

Regarding the Applicant's arguments of claims 20-25 means plus function claims on 
page 17 that states "...an examiner carries the initial burden of proof for showing that 
the prior art structure ... is the same or equivalent to the structure, material, or acts 
described in the specification..." However, regarding the mean plus function claims, "If 
one employs means plus function language in a claim, one must set forth in the 
specification an adequate disclosure showing what is meant by that language. If an 
applicant fails to set forth an adequate disclosure, the applicant has in effect failed to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the invention as required by the second 
paragraph of section 112." In re Donaldson Co., 16 F.3d 1189, 1195, 29 USPQ2d 1845, 
1850 (Fed. Cir. 1994) (in banc). (See MPEP 2181 [R-2]). Because the specification 
does not explicitly define each "means for" function, e.g., what "means for scanning" is, 
Examiner in the broadest interpretation cited the teachings in the applied prior art that 
best match the claims 20-25's limitations. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LINH BLACK whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4106. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trujillo can be reached on 571-272-3677. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



LINH BLACK 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2169 

December 8, 2008 



/HUNG Q. PHAM/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 216 



